CHILD HEALTH ENVIRONMENT AND SAFETY TRUST (CHEST) TEACHERS TRAINING PROGRAM ON SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY MANAGEMENT HELD AT #2 AKINBODE STREET OFF ADEWUMI JUNCTION, AGBOWO-UI ON DECEMBER 11, 2019 BY 9AM.
1.0 Background 
The school environment is broadly characterized by its facilities, classrooms, school-based health supports, and disciplinary policies and practices. It sets the stage for the external factors that affect students. Supportive school environments have a meaningful influence on student outcomes. Safe schools promotes the protection of students from exposure to multiple hazards including social based issues like violence, exposure to weapons and threats, theft, bullying, and the sale or use of illegal substances on school grounds. School safety is defined as schools and school-related activities where students are safe from Physical, Chemical, Biological, Ergonomic and Psychosocial hazards.
1.2 Rationale for the program
Schools are one of the important social amenities in a society.  A child-friendly school guarantees for a child an environment that is physically safe and mentally supporting. The physical environment is concerned with ensuring a clean and safe environment exemplified by the presence of water supply, refuse disposal, sewage disposal, quality of school buildings, and absence of harmful objects as well as vectors of disease agents. Studies have shown that the school environment in most schools in Nigeria is unsafe due to lack of adequate and safe water supply, poor sanitation facilities, dilapidated school structures, overcrowded and un-conducive classrooms. Previous studies have shown that these prevailing conditions have a profound negative impact on the health of school children. To ensure effective learning, awareness and sensitization of this sort needs to be extended to the schools to promote good safety measures and practices within the school environment.
Aim and Objectives of the Program
The broad aim of the program was to create awareness and sensitize on environmental health and safety management within the school environment.


OBJECTIVES
1.  To educate teachers on the basic principles of environmental health and safety in schools.
2. To educate teachers on unsafe conditions and unwholesome practices in schools.
3. To appreciate the key safety management techniques in schools.
4. To educate the teachers on the need to identify hazards within the school environment.
5. To educate the teachers on the need for students to practice a culture of good body hygiene.
6. Teach the individuals how to promote personal hygiene with the available resource.
7. Identify the areas where to create behavioral change in the school.

TARGET POPULATION
The target audience for this programme were teachers of some identified primary and secondary schools in Agbowo, Ibadan. A total of 11 teachers participated in the program.

Approach Adopted for the Program
The following strategies were employed to achieve the objectives of the program:
i. Training 
Training sessions was carried out to enlighten participants on the concept in Environmental Health and safety, Safety practices and management in schools, Exposure to hazards and Health effects in schools, Food and hygiene safety, School environment and sanitation practices, school sanitation policy and regulations and body hygiene


ii. Group Discussions
The training made provisions for the participants to have two breakout sessions were they had the privilege to interact and network with other participants on the most effective way to ensure best safety practices in schools. After the break-out sessions there was room for questions and answers as well as appraisals and recommendations by the participants.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the course of the program, the participants has the opportunity to have tea break as well as lunch. At the end of the program, the participants were given certificates of participation which was presented by the founder and president of CHEST, Prof. Godson R.E.E. Ana. One of the teachers gave a vote of thanks and commended CHEST for the impactful event. Closing remarks was anchored by the Executive Director of CHEST, Mrs. Margaret Godson Ana which was immediately followed by a group photograph.
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